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Starfish Supplies are committed to helping 
provide a sustainable future of our oceans.  We 

specialise in the consultation, handling and 
collection of native marine species for institutions 
focusing on education and research of the marine 

environment.  Operating for over 15 years 
collectively, under MMO licensing, Natural 

England and are FHI registered.

Services provided
* Native Marine Species Collectors

* Species Handling
(Advice and service provided for moving almost all species from 

most displays)

* Aquarium Consultation
(We offer friendly advice to help create and maintain all aspects 

of aquatic  habitats, husbandry and theming)

* Transport
(Transport vehicle, transportation tanks and life support  

supplied  on a nationwide basis)

* Marine life surveys
( During 2011 we aim to map all our collection sites to help build 

a realistic survey of marine life)



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Species
Wrasse
Blennies
Gobies
WeeverFish
Trigger Fish
Gadoids
Rocklings
Cling Fish
Pelagic 
Shoaling Fish
John Dory

Sticklebacks
Pipefish
Gurnards
Sea Scorpion
Bass
Bream
Mullets
Eels
Sharks
Rays
Invertebrates



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Ballan Wrasse Labrus Bergylta

FamilyLabridae

Identification:
A bony fish which can grow up to 50 cm in length.
The body, head and fins are often brownish red or reddish green with numerous small white 
spots or dark vertical stripes.
Young ballan wrasse are often bright green.

Habitat:
Widely distributed in north west Europe and Britain.
Commonly found among sea weed in shallow water off rocky shores, down to depths of 
about 30 m.
Can also be found in rock pools inshore.

Species fact:
The fish matures first as a female, and then most will change sex to male.
Females spawn when they are five or six years old, and lay eggs in depressions which have 
made by the male.

All other Wrasse
Pollock

Bib
Whitting 

Conger eel

Shore line Tank
Wreck Tank
Cliff Tank
Reef Tank

Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

GoldsinnyWrasse Centrolabrus Rupestiris  

FamilyLabridae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Usually Brown or orange red in colour.
Two distinct darker patches, one on the dorsal fin and one just in front of the tail fin.
Can grow up to 18 cm.

Normally found in algae or seal grass all around northern Europe.
Western English Channel and western coasts.
Young can be found inshore even in rock pools and amongst man made structures.

Feeds on bottom  and around upright structures, mainly on crustaceans and molluscs.
Its also known to clean parasites from other fish, and can be used in aquariums and fish 
farms to remove lice from other species.

All other Wrasse
Pollock

Bib
Common Goby

Shore line Tank
Reef Tank

Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Cuckoo Wrasse LabrusMixtus                         

FamilyLabridae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

The male can grow up to 35 cm in length and the female up to 30 cm.
Females and non functional males are red or orange red.
Females have black and white blotches on back with a slim body.
The colouration is different between the sexes and varies constantly.
The female is red to orange red in colour with white on the rear dorsal and adjacent tail fin.

Common over rocks and hard ground, normally found amongst algae or eel grass, all around 
northern Europe.

Young males are similar in colour to the female. 
Older males are normally blue and orange in colour. 

All other Wrasse
Pollock

Bib

Shore line Tank
Wreck Tank
Cliff Tank
Reef Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Corkwin Wrasse Crenilabrus melops                     

FamilyLabridae 

Identification:

.

Habitat:

Species fact:

Can grow up to 25 cm.
Distinctive lines on head and gill cover.
Black spot in the middle of the tail stalk.
Crescent shaped spot behind eye.

Found on rocky shores amongst sea weed and in lower shore pools, and has been found in 
depths of up to 50 m.

Males build an nest of sea weed, in either rock crevices or amongst sea weed / sea grasses. 
The nests areas are a round mound with an entrance hole, which the males guard. 

All other Wrasse
Pollock

Bib
Common Goby

Shore line Tank
Wreck Tank
Reef Tank

Harbour Wall



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Rock Cook Wrasse Centrolabrus Exoletus        

FamilyLabridae 

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

A small wrasse which grows up to 15 cm.
Its back is green to brown with blue flecking on the dorsal and anal fins.
Sides are yellow to brown with a yellowish belly.
Underside of the head has blue and pinkish, yellow stripes.

Generally found all around the UK apart from the north east.
Found in eel grass beds, near rocks and under piers.

Also known as the small mouthed wrasse.
Builds a nest from  fine algae in rock crevices.
Its also known to clean parasites from other fish, and can be used in aquariums to remove 
lice from other species.

All other Wrasse
Pollock

Bib
Common Goby

Shore line Tank
Reef Tank

Harbour Wall



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Tompot Blenny Parablennius Gattorugine      

FamilyBlenniedae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Has a very distinctive single branched tentacle above each eye.
Can be red ,yellow, brown, or greenish depending on its surroundings.
Seven or more dark bars, run from dorsal fin across body to its belly.

Found in inshore waters. 
Usually in crevices or holes in steep rocks or in shallow water harbours, from 3-32 m. 
Arealso found can be found in rock pools amongst vegetation or boulders

Can grow up to 30 cm in length.

Changes colour according to surroundings a master of camouflage.

Shannies
Anemones

Starfish
Crabs

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Black Face Blenny Tripterygiondelaisi

FamilyBlenniedae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Males develop a bright yellow body, blue edged fins and jet black heads when breading.
Females  are grey, brown with vertical dark bars, have ability to mimic background.
There are large 3 dorsal fins which are usually also yellow.

Can grow up to 9 cm in length.
True blennies have no scales and only one dorsal fin.

Found in shallow water, in rock crevices and pier pilings and are extremlyfast.
Mediterranean species known only in two locations in British waters, Portland Harbour and 
RoundhamHead.

Shannies
Anemones

Starfish
Crabs

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

ShannyLipophrysPholis

FamilyBlenniedae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

The skin is slimy and without scales.
Generally a yellowish, creamy, green colour.
No tentacles on the head, unlike other blennies.

Most commonly found on the shore in rock pools, or hiding under damp stones and sea 
weed, from where it emerges at high tide. 
An adaptable species that can breath air.

The shannyhas a smooth, long body, and can grow up to 16 cm in length.
Its colouration varies with surrounding habitat.

Tompots
Anemones

Starfish
Crabs

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Butter Fish PholisGunnellus

FamilyPholididae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

The butterfish is usually found beneath boulders and sea weeds on the low shore and also  
in deeper waters in a wide range of habitats.
It frequently hides amongst seaweed or in crevices in rock alongside other individuals.

Long slippery, eel like body. 
Normally a redish, orange colour with a row of black spots, each surrounded by a white 
circle along the base of the dorsal fin.

It has a very slippery skin and is difficult to pick up, hence its name the Butter fish.

Cling Fish
Mucsells

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool
MuscellBed



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

DragonetteCallionymusLyra

Family Callionymidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Dragonets have a flattened body with no scales.
The head is a triangle shaped with the eyes positioned on top of the head.
Males have two dorsal fins, the first triangular, tall and shaped like a ships sail while the 
second dorsal fin has bright blue lines.
Females are slightly shorter and reddish brown in colour with white fins.

Dragonets live on the seabed, often partially buried in the sand. 
Can be found as deep as 430 m. 

The young males are very similar to the adult females in appearance, but the adult males 
have more brightly coloured spots and an impressive and highly distinctive long dorsal fin.

small Flatfish
WeeverFish

Dome Tank
Estuary tank
Sand Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Two Spot Goby GobiusculusFlavescens

FamilyGobiidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

There is a black spot at the base of the tail fin.
Males have a second black spot beneath pectoral fins.
Reddish to greenish, brown with pale undersides.
Shoaling fish which can be found around pier pillars.

Frequently found hovering in small, loose shoals over sea weed, covered rocks and pier 
pillars. 
They are found in intertidal pools and shallow water to a depth of 20 m.

Can grow up to 6 cm in length.
They are distinct from other gobies in that their eyes are on the side of the head.
During the breeding season the males markings become extremely bright often a deep red 
colour.

Anemones
Mucsells

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Common Goby PomatoschistusMicrops

FamilyGobiidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

Large eyes  which are set high on the head.
Underneath, the front fins are joined to form a moon shaped disc.

Found down to a depth of 11 m, are most common at less than 1 m of water.
Migrates to avoid low salinities and temperatures.
Commonly found in estuary channels.

Grows to 6.4 cm long.
Spawns in shallow water.

Corkwin Wrasse
GoldsinnyWrasse

Pollack
Bib

Flat Fish
Other Gobies

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool
MuscellBed

Harbour Wall Tank
Sand Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Sand Goby PomatoschistusMinutes                          

Family Gobiidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Lives in sandy or muddy areas  from the low shore to a depth of approximately 20m. 
Unlike the common goby it cannot tolerate the reduced salinities found in estuaries.
Feeds on small crustaceans.

Is a small, sand coloured goby.
Has a dark triangular mark in front of its tail. 
There is a blue, black spot on rear edge of first dorsal fin

This species is very similar to and often confused with the common goby.
This is a small and slender bodied goby and adults usually grow to approximately 6cm.

Corkwin Wrasse
GoldsinnyWrasse

Pollack
Bib

Flat Fish
Other Gobies

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool
MuscellBed

Harbour Wall Tank
Sand Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Black Goby Gobies Niger                                            

FamilyGobiidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Is dark grey or brown with lighter markings in colour.
Can grows up to 17 cm long with a big head.
There is a small black mark at the front of dorsal fins.

Found in shallow coastal or estuarine waters.
Lives in burrows in muddy sediment, among sea grass, or algae on sandy or muddy bottoms 
between 1 and 50 m.

May be confused with the rock goby, which is found in rockier areas than the black goby.

Corkwin Wrasse
GoldsinnyWrasse

Pollack
Bib

Flat Fish
Other Gobies

Dome Tank
Shore line Tank

Rockpool
MuscellBed

Harbour Wall Tank
Sand Tank
Estuaries 



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Lesser Weaver EchiichthysVipera

FamilyTrachinidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Is a yellowish brown with a paler underside with light brown speckles all over.
Has a short, stout body and grows up to 14cm in length.
The first dorsal fin is triangular and entirely black with an elongated first spine on the male.

Very common on clean sandy bottoms found commonly found in shallow bays although 
have been found up 50m deep.
It lives on the sand with only the head and back uncovered.

The spines of the first dorsal fin and gill covers release a poison that give an extremely 
painful sting.
The name weeveris derived from the Anglo-Saxon word, meaning viper.

Flat Fish
Dragonettes

Dome Tank
Sand Tank

Estuary Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Trigger Fish BalistesCapriscuc

Family Balistidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Usually a brownish green to grey in colour with small, beak like mouth with big lips.
flattened body.
First dorsal fin may be locked upright or flat.

Mainly rocky bottoms and floating wreckage at depths between 10-100 m.

Common in the Mediterranean, where spawning occurs.
Can grow up to 40 cm in length.
Normally arrive in the UK from July.

Large Ocean Species
Cod

Whitting
Ballan Wrasse

Conger
Etc.

Ocean Tank
Ship Wreck Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

FlounderPlatichthysFlesus

Family Pleuroneectidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Usually a brown topside colour with small orange spots with a white underside.
Both eyes are on the right side of the head.
Has a square tail, smooth body with a few rough scales and prickly humps at the base of the 
back.

Oval shaped flatfish growing to 50 cm long.
Some flounders have the eyes on the left side of the body.

Found in estuarine regions and to depths offshore of 50 metres.
Usually found in muddy environments, but also on sandy sea beds.
Can tolerate low salinities of water.

Flat Fish
WeeverFish
Dragonette

Pollack 
Bass
Beam

Estuary Tank
Sand Tank
Reef Tank
Ray Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

PlaicePleuronectesPlatessa

FamilyPleuronectidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Can grow to 50 cm long and is oval shaped.
Has a dark brown back with orange blotches, white underside, although they will change 
colour to suit surroundings.

Found in shallow waters on sandy, mud or gravel sea beds from 0-120 m depth.
Juvenile fish may be found in shallow tidal waters and estuaries.
Found on all our coasts.

Plaice may bread with flounder & dab.

Flat Fish
WeeverFish
Dragonette

Pollack 
Bass
Beam

Estuary Tank
Sand Tank
Reef Tank
Ray Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Brill ScophthalmusRhombu

Family Scophthalmidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Left eyed flatfish.
Usually green, brown with spotty coloration. 
Adults are very large and broad bodied. 
Frilly edge at front of dorsal fin.

Usually lives on sandy sea beds ,but is sometimes encountered on gravel or mud.
Juvenile fish may be found in shallow tidal waters and estuaries.

Found on all our coasts through out the UK.
The Brill is sometimes confused with the turbot, however the latter has no frilly edge at the 
front of the dorsal fin.

Flat Fish
WeeverFish
Dragonette

Pollack 
Bass
Beam

Sand Tank
Reef Tank
Ray Tank
Ocean



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

TurbotPsettaMaxima                                       

FamilyScophthalmidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Is a large round flatfish, growing up to 1 metre.
Colour very variable as this species can change colour to match its surroundings.
Usually a sandy brown or grey with dark spots over the body and fins with a white 
underside.

Adults  are usually found on sand, gravel or shell gravel sea beds, occasionally muddy, from 
5 to 80 metres.
Young fish may also be found inshore or in pools on the shore.

May be confused with the Brill, which has a frilly front edge to the dorsal fin and no bony 
tubercles.

Flat Fish
WeeverFish
Dragonette

Pollack 
Bass
Beam

Ocean Tank
Sand Tank
Reef Tank
Ray Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

TopknotZeugopterusPunstatus

Family Scophthalmidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

There is  dark band across eyes and changes colours to suit its surroundings.
Left eyed flatfish, normally grey to brown is colour. 
Lives amongst rocks unlike most flat fish clinging to boulders.

The topknot is usually found beneath boulders or overhangs in rock, on the low shore or on 
the sides of rock faces which surround weedy areas.

Widespread around the coasts of Britain and Ireland apart from the east coast of England.

All Wrasse Species

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank

Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Whitting MerlangiusMerlangus

Family Gadidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

Can grows up to 70 cm in length, with an elongated body, small head and pointed snout.
Usually has golden, green colouring on top, silvery white beneath.
Black spot at the base of the pectoral fins.

Found Through out the UK.
Whiting live at depths of 30 to 100 metres.
Also are abundant in harbours.

The whiting is similar to its relatives Cod, Haddock and Pollack.
.

Flat Fish
All Gadiods
Bass / Beam

Sharks
Wrasse
Gurnard

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank

Ocean Tank
Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Pouting Bib Risopterusluscus

Family Gadidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

Deep copper colour with 3 or 4 pale vertical colour bands, older fish are dark brown.
Long chin barbell. 
Can grow to 45cm.
Has a distinctive stripy body.

Common habitats are mixed sand and rock as well as harbours.
Found from coastal inshore waters to 300 m.
Frequent around wrecks and pier pillars.

May be confused with Poor.
Beautiful Shoaling species.

Flat Fish
All Gadiods

Bass
Wrasse/Beam

Sharks
Gurnard

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank

Ocean Tank
Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

PollackPollachiusPollachius

FamilyGadidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

Is a large silver sided fish with brown colouring on its back.
Lower jaw is longer than upper jaw and are said to always look sad.
No chin barbell.

Shoals of Pollack are often encountered in rocky areas or near wrecks and inshore, from the 
surface down to 200m depth.

The Pollack has a typical cod family.
Adult fish can grow to 1.3m in length.

Flat Fish
All Gadiods

Bass
Wrasse/Beam

Sharks
Gurnard

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank

Ocean Tank
Harbour Wall Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

3 Bearded RocklingGaidropsarusVulgaris

FamilyGadidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

The colour varies from dusky to pale, with large chocolate brown spots on the head and 
body.
They can grow to a maximum length of 60 cm.
Three barbells, one on the bottom jaw and two on the snout, giving the fish with its 
common name.

The Three bearded  rocklingis also found in European waters. 

Found in pools on rocky shores and in deep water on rocky ground over 100m.
It prefers rocky areas with plenty of algal cover and may also be found in sea grass beds.

Large Wrasse
Pollock 

Bib

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Shore RocklingGaidropsarusMediterraneus

Family Gadidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

usually dark brown in colour.
Long eel like body with second dorsal fin and anal fin extending along most of the body 
length.
Three barbells one above each nostril, and one on the lower jaw.

Found in pools on rocky shores and  even out out water hiding under rocks and  sea weed.
It prefers rocky areas with plenty of algal cover and may also be found in sea grass beds.

Found  around the whole of the UK
Often mistaken for the Five Bearded rocklingwhich is very similar apart from the number of 

barbs on it chin..

Large Wrasse
Pollock 

Bib

Shoreline Tank
Reef Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Shore Cling Fish Lepadogasterlepadogaster

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

The colour varies from rose pink to green.
They have two deep blue spots with yellow margins behind the eyes on the back.
Adapted front fins to 'cling' to rocks. 
Grows up to 8 cm in length

Both parents guard eggs, which are golden coloured and are laid underneath 
stones in close patches.

Found in south west England, Wales, south west Scotland and Ireland.
Intertidal species.
Rock pools and on seaweed covered shores.



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Connemara Cling Fish Lepadogaster

Identification:

Habitat:

Species facts:

Usually a brownie orange colour with red spots  around the gill plates and dotted down the 
spine.
Grows up to 7.5 cm in length.
Adapted front fins to 'cling' to rocks. 

Found in south west England, Wales, south west Scotland and Ireland.
Intertidal species.
Rock pools and on seaweed covered shores.

Both parents guard eggs, which are golden coloured and are laid underneath stones in close 
patches.



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

GarfishBeloneBelone

Family Belonidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Usually has a deep green, blue back with silver sides and belly.
Has a long needle like mouth  whish is full of sharp teeth.
Long thin body which can reach up to 1 m in length.

Garfish are pelagic spending winter offshore and coming into shallow waters during 
summer.   

Is a migratory species, normally arriving in the UK from April  to November.
Garfish have a green skeleton.
Spawn during May and June in sea grass beds.

Large Wrasse
Pollock 

Bib

Ray Tank
Reef Tank

Ocean Tank



Species Compatibility

Suitable Display

Horse MackerellScadTrachurusTrachurus

Family Carangidae

Identification:

Habitat:

Species fact:

Usually have a yellowish, brown back with silver side a yellow tipped fins. 
Large head, lower jaw projected, with big eyes.
Can grow up to 60 cm in length.

The horse mackerel is a pelagic coastal species .
Have been found down to over 200 m in depth.

The horse mackerel can be found in throughout the English Channel, in the Irish Sea as far 
north as Lancashire and off the south coast of Ireland.

Ray 
Shark

Gurnard
Gadiods

Mackerell
Flat Fish

Ray Tank
Reef Tank

Ocean Tank


